vi	FOREWORD
Mr Brayne's name and work is a household word in the
rural Punjab. By dint of perseverance and practical
sympathy, he has almost single-handed set up a new
tradition in the rural Punjab. The ice has ahead}' been
broken and, with necessary official and non-official enter-
prise, the results are almost assured. Mr Brayne's latest
book combines the imagination of a practical idealist with
the constructive planning of a reformer who has moved
amongst the masses and stirred them with a new gospel.
As such, everything that he writes is entitled to weight and
consideration. Mr Brayne rightry emphasizes in his book
that the first essential plank in the uplift edifice is to create
the right spirit amongst the village folk—men, women and
children. This is imperative ; but experience has shown
that more often it is ignorance rather than familiarity which
breeds contempt, and that in the sphere of rural uplift it
is primarily ignorance which, in India as elsewhere, has to
be combated. For this, example is obviously the most
effective weapon. Let the big and middle-class zemindars
who are the natural leaders of the rural side take a healthy
initiative, by personal example,^h organizing a movement
for better villages within and arottnd their spheres of
influence. This is a duty which can no longer safely be
neglected. The latest widening of the franchise in the rural
electorate has opened new vistas of encouragement for
those who deserve and win the confidence of the electorate
through constructive service. The days of feudal influences
are over, and unless the leading zemindars win and retain
the support and confidence of their backward and poorer
brethren through service they^will themselves be abetting
their abdication.
Thought, • they say, is the one creative power, and
thinking on right lines is the first essential of any

